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Strong Scientific Advisory Board (SAB) will help 

Velcura Therapeutics™, Inc. fight bone disease
ANN ARBOR, MICH., Jan. 5, 2004 – Michael W. Long, Ph.D., the President and CEO of Velcura Therapeutics™, Inc., recently announced that Julie Glowacki, Ph.D., John Lowe, M.D. and W. Stratford May, M.D., Ph.D. have joined the biotech company’s Scientific Advisory Board (SAB).  

“These top scientists and physicians bring valuable insight and expertise to assist our work at Velcura Therapeutics™, which is dedicated to helping discover new and better ways to treat osteoporosis and other bone disorders,” said Dr. Long. 
Velcura’s SAB includes these three new members, each known for their strong academic leadership, research, and scientific publications:      

· Julie Glowacki, Ph.D. -- At Harvard University, Dr. Glowacki is a professor in the Department of Orthopedic Surgery at the School of Medicine as well as the Department of Oral/Maxillofacial Surgery at the School of Dental Medicine.  Her research examines the function of engineered joints, the molecular mechanisms by which demineralized bone initiates cartilage formation, and the mechanisms by which steroid therapy (androgens) increase bone mass.

· John Lowe, M.D. -- At the University of Michigan, Dr. Lowe is a professor in the Department of Pathology and the Warner Lambert/Parke-Davis professor in the Department of Medicine.  He also is an adjunct professor at the Burnham Institute in La Jolla, Calif.  A recognized expert in protein modification pathways, Dr. Lowe has founded and served on the Boards of two other biotechnology companies.  He is currently researching the molecular control of protein modification events in inflammation and disease.  
· W. Stratford May, M.D., Ph.D. – At the University of Florida, Dr. May is director of the Shands Cancer Center and directs the grant that trains physicians and scientists at the postdoctoral level.  He holds the Harry F. Innes Professorship in Cancer Research.  At its School of Medicine, Dr. May is a professor in the Departments of Medicine, Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, as well as Pharmacology and Therapeutics.  An expert in the area of intercellular signaling, he has researched protein signaling pathways in cancer and other diseases.  
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About Velcura Therapeutics™, Inc.

This biotechnology company, involved in developing novel therapies for osteoporosis and other bone diseases, builds on its patented technology and ability to rapidly isolate and analyze human bone cells. Velcura Therapeutics™ has identified genes that are important to human bone formation and can grow human bone in tissue cultures outside the body (ex vivo) using a rapid (7-10 days) and reliable method to identify therapeutic targets aimed at stimulating human bone formation.  President and CEO Michael W. Long, Ph.D. and CFO Mary Ann Alger founded the company in 2001, the same year it was the grand prize winner in the first annual Great Lakes Entrepreneurs Quest.  The company received $3.3 million in funding from the Michigan Life Science Corridor in 2002 and a $224,000 Phase 1 Small Business Innovation Research grant from the NIH National Institute on Aging in 2003.   Velcura Therapeutics™ has an exclusive license agreement with the University of Michigan and is based in Ann Arbor, Mich.   For more information, visit www.velcura.com.
